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Reproduction of a classic beginner’s boost glider!
Suitable for 13mm 1/4A-A engines
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Building Instructions

Congratulations on your purchase of the Elcie glider! This design was originally created by Rob Edmonds for
beginners. We have reverse-engineered the Elcie design for modern production. A basic set of build photos is
shown below which demonstrates the basic assembly process. We recommend only sanding the flying surfaces
enough to remove burrs from laser cutting and maybe some very basic rounding of the leading and trailing edges
of the wing, tips, and canard. Anything further will risk damaging the flyability of the model. Resist the urge to
paint this model. It is not designed to be painted. If you want color on it, use Sharpie markers or equivalent. Your
Elcie should balance almost perfectly right off the board, as confirmed by a few test glides which will usually show
it to be slightly nose heavy, provided you haven’t painted it. Unless the model shows severe problems in test
glides, don’t make trim changes until flying the model on a 1/4A or 1/2A motor. Remember that this is not a
competition glider, however it can be lost if flying in strong thermally conditions or on excessively small fields.

1. Parts list

Before beginning construction, please verify that your kit contains all of the necessary parts listed below. Please be
aware that some of the laser cut parts may have separated from their carrier sheet, so you should ensure that all
of those parts are present and undamaged.

Parts Sheet: 3/32” balsa parts
BT-5 body tube (8”)
BNC-5 nose cone

Launch Lug

Kevlar Shock Cord (18”)
Streamer (12”)

Nose weight (modeling clay)
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Nose eye hook
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Parts Sheet: 3/32” balsa parts
BT-5 body tube (8”)

BNC-5 nose cone

Nose eye hook

Launch Lug

Kevlar Shock Cord (18”)
Streamer (12”)

Nose weight (modeling clay)






Notes:

An engine block is not included. A friction fit
engine using masking tape is more than
sufficient and allows use of a floating head
piston launcher if desired.

The above installation methods require the
shock cord to run OUTSIDE the fuselage.
This may seem inelegant but it is stronger
and simpler than an internal shock cord and
has no negative effects on flight
performance.

Resist the urge to paint your model into a
museum quality finish. Gliders are all about
glide performance, and weight is the enemy
of glide performance. Shiny paint will not
make your glider fly better. Trust us, the
sight of your own glider floating in the sky is
more than worth the cost of a less than
showroom finish. DO NOT use any form of
sanding sealer, wood filler, etc. Doing so
adds weight with zero return on flight
performance. It may render your glider
unflyable. You may provide moisture
resistance using a thin coat of oil-based
varnish applied to all wooden surfaces with
a paper towel. You do not want to even fill
the wood grain, just seal the inner wood
structure against moisture. Sand very lightly
with 600 grit sandpaper to remove any
roughness. Any further layers of
paint/sealer could make your Elcie
unflyable!



